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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 -18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kaneko. 

Kaneko teaches a method of clearing a jam from an image forming device (See 
Abstract), the method comprising the steps of tracking (See col. 2, lines 32 - 43) the 
position of a media sheet moving through a media path, detecting a media jam (See col. 
1 , lines 43 - 56) when the media sheet does not reach a predetermined point on the 
media path within a predetermined limit, determining the position of the media sheet at 
the time of the media jam (See col. 1 , lines 43 - 56) and determining which one of a 
plurality of access points provides access to the media jam In at least damaging and 
ergonomlcally correct manner and displaying the one of the plurality of access points to 
an operator (See col. 2, lines 1, - 19). 

With respect to claim 2, Kaneko teaches the method wherein the step of detemnining 
the position of the media sheet at the time of the media jam comprises detecting an 
amount of time since the media sheet has moved beyond a sensor and the speed of the 
media sheet moving along the media path (See col. 2, lines 32-43). 
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With respect to claim 3, Kaneko teaclies the method further comprising displaying a 
second access point selected from the plurality of access points to access the media 
sheet when the operator is unable to reach the media sheet through the one of the 
plurality of access points (See col. 2, lines 1-15). 

With respect to claim 4, Kaneko teaches the method further comprising displaying the 
location of the media jam to the operator (See col. 2, lines 19-31). 
With respect to claim 5, Kaneko teaches the method wherein the step of determining 
the position of the media sheet at the time of the media jam comprises monitoring 
feedback from an encoder (See col. 7, lines 49 - 57) since the media sheet has moved 
beyond a sensor. 

With respect to claim 6, Kaneko teaches the method wherein the step of detennining 
the position of the media sheet at the time of the media jam comprises using the 
number of steps taken by a motor (See col. 7, lines 43 - 48). 
With respect to claim 7, Kaneko teaches a method of clearing a media jam (See 
Abstract) from an image forming device comprising the steps of detecting a media jam 
within a media path (See col. 1 , lines 43 - 56). detennining a number of media sheets 
within the media path (See col.1 . lines 58 - 65), determining a location of each of the 
media sheets along the media path (See col. 1 . lines 43 - 56), displaying the number of 
media sheets within the media path (See col. 2, lines 19 - 31 ), determining which of a 
plurality of access points are to access and remove each of the media sheets (See col. 
2, lines 1-19) and displaying the plurality of access points that are to be opened in an 
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order of priority to remove the media sheets and cause at least amount of damage to 
the device (See col. 2, lines 1-19). 

With respect to claim 8, since Kaneko has the ability to detect a media jam location and 
visually display it, then in order to remove the media jam Kaneko has the ability to 
display the access points are less than a total number of access points on the image 
forming device to access the sole location to remove the jam media. 
With respect to claim 9, Kaneko teaches the method wherein the step of determining 
which of the plurality of access points are to be opened comprises determining 
ergonomic requirements for accessing the media sheets through each of the plurality of 
access points (See col. 7, lines 1 - 25). 

With respect to claimlO, Kaneko teaches the method further comprising to keep at least 
one of the plurality of media sheets within the media path (See col. 2, lines 19-31). 
' With respect to claim 1 1 , Kaneko teaches a method of clearing a jam from an image 
forming device (See Abstract) comprising the steps of when a jam occurs, detecting the 
positions of a plurality of media sheets along a media path (See col. 1 , lines 43 - 56), 
detennining an access point to remove each of the plurality of media sheets from the 
media path based on being least disruptive and ergonomically correct (See col. 2, lines 
1-19) and displaying (Fig. 3, 200) the access point for each of the plurality of media 
sheets on a display. 

With respect to claim 12, Kaneko teaches the method further comprising displaying a 
total number of media sheets within the media path at the time of the jam (See col. 8, 
lines 1 - 44). 
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With respect to claim 13, Kaneko teaches the method further comprising displaying two 
of more of the access points for each of the plurality of media sheets (See col. 2, lines 1 
-19). 

With respect to claim 14, Kaneko teaches a method of clearing a jam from an image 
forming device (See Abstract) comprising the steps of dividing a media path into 
sections (Fig. 1 ) each comprising a length of the media path, storing within a controller 
(101 ) an access point that provides access to each of the sections, monitoring (See col. 
2, lines 1-11) movement of media sheets along the media path, detecting a jam (See 
col. 42 - 56) along the media path and the position of each of the media sheets at the 
time of the jam determining the sections of the media path where each of the media 
sheets is positioned at the time of the jam determining the access point that conrelates 
to each of the sections where the media sheets are located and displaying the access 
points. 

With respect to claim 15, Kaneko teaches a method for further comprising storing two or 
more access points within the controller that give access to each of the sections of the 
media path (See col. 2, lines 1-15). 

With respect to claim 16, Kaneko teaches the method further comprising displaying a 
total number of the media sheets within the media path at the time of the jam (See co. 
2, lines 1 -19). 

With respect to claim 17, Kaneko teaches a method of clearing a jam (See Abstract) 
from an image forming device comprising the steps of dividing a media path into 
sections (Fig. 1) each comprising a length of the media path, storing within a controller 
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(101 ) an access door that provides access to eacli of tlie sections, monitoring (See col. 
2, lines 1-11) movement of media sheets along the media path, detecting a jam (See 
col. 42 - 56) along the media path and the position of each of the media sheets at the 
time of the jam, detemnining (See col. 1 , lines 43 - 56) the sections of the media path 
where each of the media sheets is positioned at the time of the jam determining the 
access door that correlates to each of the sections where the media sheets are located 
and displaying the access doors. 

With respect to claim 18, Kaneko teaches an image forming device (See Abstract) 
comprising a media path (Fig. 1) to move media sheets through an image forming unit, 
a plurality of access points (Fig. 6, 310, 31 1 and 312) spread across the image forming 
device that each provide access to a section of the media path, a controller (101) 
operatively connected to a plurality of sensors (22, 50 to 58) and a display (200), the 
controller (See col. 2, lines 1 - 59) having a first means for detecting the position of a 
media jam along the media path and a position of each of the media sheets along the 
media path at the time of the media jam, the controller (1 01 ) further having a second 
means for determining at least disruptive and ergonomically correct access point from 
the plurality of access points to access each of the media sheets along the media path. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariler communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marvin P. Crenshaw whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2158. The examiner can nomrially be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:00 - 5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571 ) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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